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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS MOVING TOWARD SEASON 
Tuesday is the last day for student government elections. 
Read about each candidate's platform before you vote. 
With the season potentially starting 
Nov. 25, the women's basketball team 
is moving ahead with practices. PAGE 2 
PAGE 4 
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The Faculty Senate will hear from Eric Da­
vidson, Interim Director of Health and Coun­
seling Services, and Sheila Simons, a public 
health professor working with Eastcrn's con­
tact tracing efforts, during their virtual meet­
ing Tuesday at 2 p.m. 
In other business they will hear reports I 
from Vice President of Academic Affairs Jay 
Gatrell and Faculty Senate Chair Don Holly, 
an update on the Think Tank committee and 
an update on Textbook Rental. 
The senate will also hear reports from the 
Executive Committee, Elections and Nomina­
tions, the Student and Staff Relations Com­
mittee, the Awards Committee, the Faculty 
Forum Committee and Budget Transparency. 
The next Faculty Senate meeting will be 
Oct. 6. 
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or 
at dennewsdesk@gmail.com 
"TELL THE TRUT AND DON'T BE \FRA " 
Outdoor studying 
Liz Jackson, a freshman majoring in fine arts, studies outside on her tablet Monday afternoon. 
VOL. 105 I NO. 21 
FEMI USIKALU I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Virtual -Pantherpaloo_z;a held Monday night 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_news 
On Monday, Eastern held its biannual 
Panthcrpalooza, an event that helps Eastern 
students learn about the various registered 
student organizations (RSOs) available on 
campus. 
In past years, Panthcrpalooza has been 
held at the Grand Ballroom of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Union. 
In this post-Covid world, Eastern had to 
hold Panthcrpalooza in a way that promot­
ed social distancing. This semester, East­
ern held Panthcrpalooza through a website 
called CampusGroups. 
The website allowed RSOs to set up vir­
tual booths and video conferences in which 
RSO representatives could talk with inter­
ested students. 
Sixty-five RSOs and hundreds of stu­
dents participated in Panthcrpalooza, with 
many students showing interest in the vari­
ous RSOs available on campus. 
Students had mixed feelings about the 
way Panthcrpalooza was held this year, with 
some students loving it and others not so 
much. 
Khristophcr Stevens, a junior German 
and corporate communications major, rep­
resented German Club at Panthcrpalooza as 
the RSO's president. 
German Club is an RSO meant to expose 
German culture, language, and traditions 
to the community. Stevens said he adjusted 
okay to virtual Panthcrpalooza. 
"We've gotten more people than last year 
s·o that's a plus," Stevens said. "I would say 
"I think [virtual Pantherpalooza] is a cool concept 
because we're all in one place. It's a good way to 
meet with other people and put events out there. 
I think it could be something great if we continue 
to work on it:' 
it's been a very successful adjustment. I 
can't complain." 
Initially, Stevens did not agree with Pan­
therpalooza being virtu1l because he loved 
how it was run in past years. 
However, seeing how Panthcrpalooza 
worked out changed his mind. 
"I will admit that I did underestimate 
how this would work. I would say this has 
been successful, and it hasn't been as hard 
as I thought it would be," Stevens said. "I 
had no idea how they were going to do it, 
but they did it, and they did it really well." 
Not all students felt super comfortable 
with Eastern's virtual Panthcrpalooza, one 
being Chad Rosenblum, a junior criminol­
ogy student. 
Rosenblum attended Panthcrpalooza to 
represent Pre-Law Society, an RSO focused 
on helping students prepare for law school, 
as the organization's president. 
Rosenblum found the website East-
-Katie Malley, senior 
crn used for Panthcrpalooza not very uscr­
fricndly. 
"[This website] is very unintuitive. I feel 
like I'm ban&ing my head against a brick 
wall when I'm trying to work with it. I was 
somewhat confident that I was not going to 
see anybody because people would not be 
able to find stuff," Rosenblum said. "It's so 
hard to maneuver." 
Rosenblum thought Pantherpalooza 
could have been held in-person if Eastern 
had taken the proper precautions. 
"I don't necessarily sec the issue with, in­
stead of just doing [Panthcrpalooza] in a 
quad, having it done all across campus. You 
could have 30-40 feet between every table," 
Rosenblum said. "I think it's going to ham­
per the amount of people who get to enjoy 
Pantherpalooza when it's a 20-minute war 
just to get to one RSO's page." 
Olivia Crank, a senior math education 
·student and Student Education Associa-
tion president, represented her RSO, which 
helps future educators through professional 
development and community engagement. 
Like Rosenblum, she had trouble with 
the website Panthcrpalooza was held on. 
"This CampusGroups website is a beast 
with many layers," Crank said. "We really 
had to modify scuff and get used to [Cam­
pusGroups)." 
Katie Malley, a senior corporate com­
munications student, represented the EIU 
Wesley Foundation, a campus student min­
istry, as the RSO's president. 
At first, she faced difficulty adjusting 
to virtual Panthcrpalooza, but overall, she 
liked how the event was run. 
"I think [virtual Panthcrpalooza] is a cool 
concept because we're all in one place. It's 
a good way to meet with other people and 
put events out there," Malley said. "I think 
it could be something great if we continue 
to work on it." 
Katherine Monatclli, a junior psychology 
student, represented Cause for Paws as the 
organization's president. 
The RSO allows students to support the 
animal shelters in the area through fund­
raising and volunteering. Monatelli also 
had problems with the online format ini­
tially but eventually came to like it. 
"I think [Panthcrpalooza] did pretty well 
for the circumstances. I really agree with 
not having an in-person Pantherpalooza. 
[Eastern] made a really good choice doing 
that," Monatelli said. 
Kyora Mora/es-Rodriguez can reached at 581-
2812 or at knmoralesrodrigu�lu.edu. 
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By Jerry Nowidd 
(.apitol News nlllois 
SPRINGFIELD - After the state 
surpassed 5 million COVID-19 tests 
over the weekend, Gov. JB Pritzker and 
health officials touted the expansion of 
resting efforts at a news conference Mon­
day. 
"The only way right now to con­
trol this pandemic is to reduce exposure 
through masking and social distancing, 
and we're marrying that with a strong 
statewide testing program," IDPH Di­
rector Dr. Ngozi &ike said at the news 
conference. 
While testing is one of the main rea­
sons the state's positivity rate remains 
low, the governor said it does not mean 
c.ertain precautions can be lifi:ed. 
The statewide positivity rate in Illi­
nois decreased to and leveled at about 
3.5 percent over the previous three days. 
From Saturday through Monday, the 
state averaged 1,802 new cases among 
53,510 test results reported on average 
over the three-day span. 
That brought the total number of cas­
es to 275,735 among more than 5.1 mil­
lion test results reported, and there have 
been 8,457 deaths since the pandem­
ic first began in Illinois. There were 46 
deaths reported from Saturday through 
Monday. The recovery rate is 96 perc.ent 
PHOTO COURTESY OF llLUEROOMSTREAM.COM 
Illinois Department of Public Health Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike speaks at a 
news conference in Springfield Monday. 
He once again stood by a decision 
not to allow for fall contact sports such 
as football despite other states' decisions 
to let sports proceed. He said football 
participants could take pan in drills and 
warmups, but contact could facilitate the 
virus' spread 
for those 42 days removed from a posi­
tive diagnosis. 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
labs have conducted more than 615,000 
COVID-19 tests, which is approximate­
ly 12 percent of all tests done in the state 
since the pandemic began, according to 
the governor's office. 
He said a concern with allowing 
sports was players spreading the virus to 
others, and the state is focusing on bal­
ancing everyday activities with public 
safety. 
GOP legislator apologizes after comments 
disparaging opponent's race, sexuality 
By Raymon Troncoso 
Capitol News Illinois 
SPRINGFIELD - Freshman state 
Rep. Amy Grant, R-Wheaton, apologized 
Monday after making disparaging com­
ments in a recorded phone call. about her 
opponent, Ken Mejia-Beal, which refer­
enced his race and sexual orientation. 
In a Monday morning vinual news 
cxmference, state Reps. Will Davis, D-Ha­
zd Crest, Greg Harris, D-Chicago, and 
F.manuel "Chris" Wdch, D-Hillside, pre-
sented three short recordings of Grant 
from a single phone call, although they 
said they would not release the full call. 
In the call, Grant said Mejia-Beal, who 
is a gay, Black Democrat from Lisle, is 
a&aid to travd to the hean of her district, 
"not because he's Black but because of the 
way he talks, he's all LGBTQ." In another 
dip Grant says Mejia-Beal is "just anoth­
er one of the Cook County people ... An­
other Black Caurus." 
The three lawmakers call.ed on Grant 
to offer a "sincere apology" to Beal, and 
;f �� � eJt;l&-fty( 
The time has come to book your 
FREE senior portraits! 
BOOK YOUR SENIOR 
PORTRAITS ONLINE AT: 
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM 
Use 'Panthers' for your client ID. 
SESSIONS WILL BE HELD: 
September 28 - October 2 
October 5 - October 9 
9:00 AM • 5:00 PM 
2522 Buzzard Hall. 
Journalism Conference Room 
Symptoms and temperature will be checked. 
Masks must be worn while waiting. 
the freshman Republican lawmaker isrued 
an apology in an email release shortly be­
fore the news conference began. She also 
apologized in a voic.email to Mejia-Beal. 
"I deeply regret the conunents I made 
about Ken Mejia-Beal, and reached out 
to apologize to him this morning. These 
comments do not reB.ea my hean or my 
fuith," Grant wrote in a short statement. 
The Democratic lawmakers said Grant 
had originally called the individual as part 
of her fundraising efforts, and that was 
the subject of their call. The individual re-
turned �rant's call and informed her the 
call. was being recorded, according to the 
Democrats. 
A spokesperson for state House Re­
publican Leader Jim Durkin, R-Westem 
Springs, disputed this story, however. In 
an email Monday, the spokesperson said 
Grant did not agree to be recorded, and 
the individual had actually initiated con­
tact with Grant and identified themselves 
as a potential donor and supporter of Re­
publican U.S. House candidate Jeannie 
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Student Government candidates share platforms 
Presidential 
candidates 
Justin Richards, a senior dig­
ital media technology major 
"My goals, both personally and if 
I were elected to the position of Stu­
dent Body President, would be to en­
sure that every student's voice is heard. 
I genuinely believe that every person's 
voice is highly valuable. I want to par­
ticipate in discussions with students 
about what matters the most to them. 
It can be discussions about diversity, 
Black Lives Matter, mental health, sex­
ual harassment and sexual assault, ways 
to study more efficiently, or just provide 
an opportuniry to Jet students speak 
their mind in an environment where 
they will not be judged or criticized 
for what they believe or how they feel. 
I also want to chalJenge myself and my 
fellow srudent leaders to talk with peo­
ple more, learn about them, and do ev-
erything that we can to make sure they 
feel represented and included. 
I also would want to reestablish the 
Presidential Cabinet, which is where a 
student representa�ive from On cam­
pus, Off campus, a male and female 
Athlete, Incerfratcrnity Council, Pan­
hellenic Council, National Panhellen­
ic Council, Black Srudent Union, Lat­
in American Student Organization, and 
possible other additions &om other or­
ganiz.ations may be appointed to the 
Cabinet and act as representatives &om 
their respective areas. These individuals 
would provide me, if elected to this po­
sition, with feedback on upcoming Stu­
dent Government matters as welJ as in­
formation about what is happening 
across campus. I want to make sure that 
the various areas of campus are repre­
sented and heard to the fullest extent. 
The position of.Student Body Pres­
ident is one where someone should be 
able to feel comfortable to come talk 
to that individual about anything at all 
and know that they will be heard. That 
is what I practice in my everyday life 
and I want to help make a difference on 
Eastern's campus. I know this will not 
be an easy job, but I believe that I am, 
with the help and support of the oth­
er Executive Board and Student Gov­
erruncnt members, our graduate advi­
sor, our organization's advisor, and the 
members of the Eastern Illinois Univer­
sity Srudent Body, I am more than ca­
pable of doing the job." 
Noor Khamisani, a senior 
English major 
"Having served in the Student Gov­
ernment for almost two years and hold­
ing different positions has helped me 
improve various things on campus. 
However, I bad control over a very 
few things/deparonencs. I believe EIU 
needs a change on bigger scale. So, I 
want to run for the Student Body Pres­
ident, this will give me the power re­
quired to implement all the changes 
needed. 
Some of the surface levd goals I have 
for the position are: 
l. This year, my first priority will be 
helping EIU srudents become as social­
ly active as possible. Because network­
ing is a huge part of "college experi­
enc.e." COVID-19 has impacted every­
one's social life, so I want to make sure 
that all EIU srudents get to experience, 
live, and form a communiry of pan­
thers. I will organize several different 
online and COVID-friendly in-person 
events for srudents to get involved and 
have the best college experience. 
2. I want to make EIU a safe place, 
where we do not have any stigma about 
mental health issues. I will have infor­
mational and interactive events related 
to mental health topics. 
3. I want to spread awareness about 
IPE, which are Inter Personal Educa­
tional skills. These are skills required to 
survive in the outside world. I want all 
EIU students Freshman through senior 
to have these skills, so that, when they 
get out in the real world they arc ful­
ly prepared. 
4. I want "less talking and more ac­
tion" to be the motto ofEIU. As a gov-
crning body, we need to stop assuming 
the needs and wants of students. I want 
to actuaJJy talk to students and bear 
from them about their wants and needs. 
This will be a step to change EIU's envi­
ronment into a safer yet free place for all 
the diverse communities. 
5. I want to start talking initiatives, 
even minor ones, to make EIU campus 
green and ero-friendly. 
6. I want to spread awareness about 
COVID-19 bdp EIU srudents with re­
sources and reduce the spread of the vi­
rus. 
7. Lastly, l want to take efforts to 
make EIU student body a united body. 
Because of my experience with the 
Student Government and several other 
organizations, I believe that I have the 
passion, credibility, and understanding 
of the organization and the position it­
self. I believe I can help EIU grow and 
get better even single day." 
The other candidates' platforms 
can be found online at 
dailyeastemnews.com 
Le's status hearing rescheduled for afternoon of Oct. 5 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
Former Eastern student Jenny 
Le's attorney was not present for her 
status hearing which was resched­
uled to Oct. 5 at 1 p.m. 
Le's defense attorney, Sean Brit­
ton, was unavaiJable due to schedul­
ing conflicts in other counties. 
Le was arrested Sept. 30, 2019 
and charged with two Class X felo­
nies, one Class One felony and one 
Class Three felony. 
Her bond was set at $75,000. 
The first Class X charge accus­
es Le of possession of 5, 178 grams 
of marijuana and the second accus­
es her of possessing over 600 but 
less than 1,500 segregated parts of 
an object(s) containing lysergic acid 
diethylamide, commonly known as 
LSD. 
The first charge carries a maxi­
mum sentence of 30 years and the 
second carries a maximum of 50 
years. 
The Class 1 charge carries a max­
imum sentence of 40 years and the 
Class 3 charge carries a maximum 
sentence of 5 years. 
During her first appearance Le 
pleaded not guilry to the charges 
and requested a jury trial. 
Over $110,000 worth of drugs 
were located during the execution 
of a search warrant for Le's apart­
ment at 1132 Sixth Sc., according 
the affidavit. 
-5, 178 grams of marijuana, esti­
mated street value of $103,560 
-718 serrated parts of LSD, esti­
mated street value of $5,026 
-999 tablets of Xanax, estimated 
street value of $1,198 
-761 grams of edibles containing 
cannabis 
-253 THC vape pen cartridges 
-31.4 grams of cannabis wax 
-45 individually packaged canna-
bis blunts 
-Two bottles of Alprazolam (a 
medicine used to treat anxiety and 
panic disorders). 
-A bottle of Clonazepam (a med­
icine used to treat seizures, panic 
disorder and anxiety) 
-A bottle of the muscle relaxant 
Cyclobenzaprine 
-4.6 grains psilocybin mushrooms 
Since her preliminary hearing Le 
has had 7 scheduled status hearings. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu . 
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STAFF EDITORIAL 
Eastern -n eeds to . 
help solve more 
technology issues 
Technical difficulties are something ro 
be expected in a world where a majority 
of interactions are now being held in an 
online setting. but the hoots of such inter­
actions should do their pan to make sure 
the platforms they use are user friendly 
and work efficiently. 
F.astern needs to make an effon to con­
solidate the platforms they use and edu­
cate the campus community well enough 
to use said platforms. 
While there will always be a learning 
curve for using new tools, the university 
should be as proactive as possible in mak­
ing sure srudenis, fuculty and staff are able 
to use technologies to the best of their 
abilities. 
Most students have bad an online class 
at this point and have experienced that 
one professor that for the life of them can­
not seem to figure out Zoom or Microwft 
Teams for their classes or maybe they have 
difficulties using D2L to post lectures or 
assignments. 
At this point in the semester those bugs 
should be woda:d out. 
Those responsible for making sure stu­
dents get the hands-on education F.astern 
Editorial Board 
is known for should be able to teach on­
line with ease at this point. 
This of course is not the fault of theed­
ucators and IT professionals at Eastern, 
but rather the university should take more 
action in assisting those who may not feel 
entirely comfortable teaching online so 
they are able to educate to the best of their 
ability even in a setting they are not famil­
iar with. 
Eastem's slogan tells students that the 
university is "all in" for its students but 
now it is time to put those words into ac­
tion by better supporting those teaching 
the student body. 
Students should not have to sit 
through ten minutes of a profesoor learn­
ing how to share a screen or not know 
when assignments are due because their 
professor is not proficient at posting up­
dates for their class. 
We at the Daily Eastern News believe 
more needs to be done to ensure srudents 
have a suca:ssful semester despite the pan­
demic and that scam at the top. Whether 
it be fur ex:tracunicular or classwork, Pan­
thers deserve the highest quality tt:chnolcr 
gy and knowledge from F.astcm. 
COLUMN 
Charleston has grown on me 
during my time at Eastern 
When I came to Charleston, I 
was not amused. After seeing oth­
er college towns such as Bloom­
ington and Urbana-Champaign, 
I was unsure abour Charleston. I 
felt like I was back in my home­
town, nothing to do besides Wal­
Mart and Casey's. Despite the 
town I still picked Eastern and I 
knew that I had to make the most 
out of Charleston. As a senior, 
I'm ar a point where I know I will 
miss this town. Throughout these 
years I rcaJizcd Charleston is un­
derrated. 
I know what you're thinking, 
how could anyone potentially miss 
this town? It's hard to see what 
Charleston has to offer when one 
onJy stays on campus. I have had 
the opportunity to visit so many 
places i n  town. 
If I want to hike I'm able to go 
to Lake Charleston or Fox Ridge 
Park for some peace. I enjoy vis­
iting Jackson Avenue Coffee shop 
and walking around t h e  square 
to see other local businesses. On 
Thursday nights, I used to drop 
by Jackson Avenue Coffee shop for 
Karina Delgado 
open mic nights. During HaJlow­
cen time, I make sure to see Grand 
Ball Costumes & More to see what 
cool Halloween items they have 
to offer. When the holidays come 
around, Charleston has 'Christmas 
in the Heart of Charleston' where 
there is a parade, horse carriages, 
hot chocolate, and local businesses 
with their doors open. 
I knew Charleston bad more. 
By the time I was a sophomore I 
bad a plan to visit everything that 
Charleston and surrounding ar­
eas had to offer. I was able to go 
to Charleston's farmer's market on 
18th Srreer to support local farm­
ers and locaJ businesses. Although 
the campground is closed, I drove 
b y  to see the world's tallest Lin­
coln statue in Ashmore. I took a 
spontaneous trip to test out the 
world's fastest pop machine in Le­
rna. Recently, I had the opportu­
nity to visit Lincoln Log Cabin 
learning more about Lincoln's par­
ents and visiting farm animaJs. 
l understand the importance of 
small-town attractions. I'm from 
Ottawa, Illinois, where Starved 
Rock is located, so our town is 
run by local businesses and at­
tractions; we rely on tourists. So 
go out there and support local 
businesses and local attractions. 
Even without a car, one can hop 
onto the Panther shuttle to check 
out the town's square or walk to 
Bob's Bookstore to check out some 
books after grabbing some Dr. 
Smoothie. I am so glad I made the 
decision to live here, Chucktown 
forever. 
Karina Delgado Is a senior second­
ary English education major. She 
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Panthers move toward potential start of season 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The NCAA announced last week 
that Nov. 25 would be the date that 
the 2020-21 college basketball season 
could potentially begin. 
For the Eastern women's basketball 
team, this starting date will be an op­
portunity to pick up where they left off 
last season when they finished fourth in 
theOVC. 
"We're going to be able to play seven 
non-conference games, which is great," 
Eastern head coach Matt Bollant said. 
"I think overall that its a good thing 
and we're excited to get to our season." 
The Panthers went 7-6 in their non­
conference matchups last season. It 
was in these games that forward Abby 
Wahl, then a sophomore, began to 
show the improvements that she made 
following her freshmen season. 
Before last season, Bollant said he 
thought Wahl was a candidate for a 
breakout season. She made his predic­
tion come true, ranking 13th in the 
OVC in scoring and seventh in field 
goal percentage. 
Bollant said he has a couple of play­
ers in mind that can make a similar 
jump this season: Morgan Litwiller and 
Kira Arthofer. 
"In our early practices, those two 
have really impressed me with their en­
ergy and their consistency, and I think 
they can both take a big step this year," 
he said. 
As a freshman last season, Lirwill­
er appeared in 30 games and started 
10. She averaged 5.8 points and 3 re-
bounds per game. 
Litwiller ranked second on the team 
in three point percentage (.359) and 
scored a season-high 18 points against 
Austin Peay on Feb. 1. 
Arthofer was a major part of the of­
fense last season as a sophomore, serv­
ing as the Panthers' point guard and 
ranking fourth in the OVC with 3.8 
assists per game. 
She was also one of the team's top 
defenders, ranking third in the OVC 
with 2.1 steals per game. 
Scoring is the area where Arthofer 
has not contributed as much, finishing 
seventh on the team with 3.5 points 
pergame. . 
Last season's freshman class ofLit­
willer, Lariah Washington and Paige 
Schumann all contributed on the 
court. Bollant said he has been im­
pressed so far with this season's fresh­
men class of Haley Cameron, Jacque­
line Maulucci, Parker Stafford and Al­
ana Vinson, albeit in limited practice 
time. 
"They've been a little better than 
maybe what I expected," Bollant said. 
"They're all really competitive, they're 
all sman, they pick things up quickly. 
All four of them have had days where 
they've looked really, really good and 
really not looked like freshmen. Of 
course there's going to be ups and 
downs, we understand that. But over­
all I've been very happy with the four 
of them and I think they'll continue to 
get better." 
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Adam Tumino can be reached at 581- Eastern guard Kira Arthofer drives into the lane against Southeast Missouri on Jan. 25 in Lantz Arena. Arthofer led 
2812orajtumino@eiu.edu. the team with four assists and three steals in the game. 
·A TTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
. . . 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATINQ SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub 
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